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and worries their women.   He is also supposed to harm children.    To

dispel and drive him away from them, the Moslem worshippers of this

devil have an annual ceremony in memory of him, which they term

* 23akra-i-S?iatkk SuddoJ the subject of this chapter.  On this occasion

they slaughter kids and goats which, in Hindustani, are called (Bakras'

A regular feast is kept up consisting of cooked food, breads, sweetmeats,

&c.o?er which they say special prayers which, being over, they distribute

the meal amongst idigent persons and partake of them themselves.   It

is sometimes accompanied by music and dancing, and by the recitals of

poems composed in commendation of the virtues and excellences of

Shaikh. Oftentimes women, 'possessed' by the Shaikh, are taken to the

place of the performance which, they imagine, will instantaneously cure

their sufferings. From a religious point of view it is totally unlawful to

celebrate such an unlicensed custom that  nowhere finds  any  support

in the pure doctrines and principles of Islam.    Those  who peiform

this ceremony are, as a matter of course, classed with sinners and

are in consequence liable to severe punishment by  God.   Enlightened

Mohammedans do not believe in the existence of goblins, ghosts, &c*

The ceremonial is purely an Indian affair and is not observed by any

one out of this country, the mother of all  superstitions and foolish

ideas.   Innovators of unauthorised practices are considered as 'Biddatia

and Mushriks' or, in other words, they are great sinners and can not be

admittel to Heaven.   They are doomed to go to the infernal regions to

suffer everlasting punishment there.

HAZERATJT-JIN-O-BHOOT.

Our next task is to notice this ritual which is analogous to the
ceremony described above. It will, therefore, suffice to say that Moslems
observing it try by the same means to exorcise ghosts and evil
spirits ; this is done by saying prayers upon men, women, and
children; and here, too, they resort to Amhm and its practices
as they do with the " BafoaJ-Shcakh-Suddo." Both' of them are
unauthorised and disallowed by the Mohammedan Faith,